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Report Card Category Student friendly eighth grade standards in each 

category 

Language Arts 
1. Reads & understands grade 
level appropriate text 

*Read and understand grade-level appropriate literary and 
informational texts. (RL/RI10) 

*Analyze how specific events or lines of dialogue in a story or drama 
move the action forward or show you things about the characters. 

(RL3) 
*You will analyze how a text compares and contrasts between 

individuals, ideas or events. (RI 3) 
*Define or determine a text’s theme or main idea. Analyze its 

relationship to the characters, setting and plot, or to supporting 
details as it progresses throughout the text.  Summarize the main 

idea without adding your own ideas or opinions. (RL/RI2) 

2. Responds to text with 

connections &/or opinions using 
evidence from the text for 

support 

*Use information from the text to support the main ideas – both 

those that are stated directly and those that are suggested. (RL1/RI1) 
*Compare and contrast how events and information are presented in 

a text and a filmed or live production of text. (RL7) 
*Evaluate the benefits and drawbacks of using visual and non-visual 

methods to present information. (RI 7) 

3. Analyzes how authors develop 

text to achieve their purpose(s) 
using evidence from the text for 

support 

*Compare and contrast the forms of two or more texts and analyze 

how those forms contribute to meaning and style. (RL5) 
*Examine individual paragraphs in a text and analyze how particular 

sentences contribute to the whole. (RI5) 
*Analyze how differences between the points of view of characters 

and readers create effects like suspense or humor. (RL6) 
*Understand author’s point of view and analyze how the author sets 

his or her position apart from others. (RI6) 
*Evaluate the strength of the author’s claims and reasoning and 

identify any faults or weaknesses in them. (RI8) 
*Recognize and analyze how an author draws from and uses 
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historical source material. (RL9)  
*Compare and contrast at least two different authors’ treatments of 

the same subject and show where they disagree on matters of fact or 
opinion. (RI9) 

 

4. Acquires and uses a range of 
vocabulary for general & 

content-specific purposes. 

*Analyze specific words, phrases, and patterns of sound in the text to 
determine what they mean and how they contribute to the text’s 

larger meaning. (RL/RI4) 
*Learn and use grade-appropriate vocabulary. (L6) 

*Understand the meaning of grade-level words and phrases by using 
context clues, Greek or Latin roots, and/or reference materials. (L4) 

*Understand figurative language, word relationships and slight 
differences in word meanings by interpreting figures of speech in 

context, analyzing relationships between words, or distinguishing 
among words with similar definitions. (L5) 

5. Writes 
explanatory/informative text to 

demonstrate learning on a topic 
through selection, organization 

& analysis of appropriate content 

Write clear, well-organized, and thoughtful informative and 
explanatory texts with: 

a.  a clear introduction and organization, including headings and 
graphic organizers when appropriate. 

b.  sufficient supporting details and background information. 
c.  clear transitions to link ideas. 

d.  clear language and relevant vocabulary. 
e.  formal style. 

f.   a strong conclusion that restates the importance or relevance of 
the topic. (W2) 

 
Write clear, well-structured, detailed narrative texts that: 

a.  draw your readers in with a clear topic that unfolds logically. 
b.  use narrative techniques to develop and expand on events and/or 

characters. 
c.  use a variety of transition words to clearly signal shifts between 

time frames or settings. 
d.  use precise words and sensory details that keep readers 
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interested. 
e.  have a strong conclusion that connects to the topic. (W3) 

 
*Produce writing that is appropriate to the task, purpose, and 

audience for whom you are writing. (W4) 
*With help from peers and adults, revise and refine your writing to 

address what is most important for your purpose and audience. (W5) 
*On your own, revise and refine your writing to address what is most 

important for your purpose and audience. (W5) 
*Use technology to share your writing and to provide links to other 

relevant information.  (W6) 
*Write for many different purposes and audiences both over short 

and extended periods of time. (W10) 
*Apply your knowledge of language in different contexts by using 

various sentence patterns & keeping a consistent style and tone. (L3) 

6. Writes arguments to support 
claims with clear reasons & 

relevant evidence 

Write and develop arguments with clear reasons and strong evidence 
that include: 

a.  a clear introduction and organization of claims and counter 
claims. 

b.  strong, accurate support for claims. 
c.  use of clear words, phrases, and clauses to link information 

d.  a formal style. 
e.  a strong concluding statement that summarizes the argument. 

(W1) 
 

*Produce writing that is appropriate to the task, purpose, and 
audience for whom you are writing. (W4) 

*With help from peers and adults, revise and refine your writing to 
address what is most important for your purpose and audience. (W5) 

*On your own, revise and refine your writing to address what is most 
important for your purpose and audience. (W5) 

*Use technology to share your writing and to provide links to other 
relevant information.  (W6) 
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*Write for many different purposes and audiences both over short 
and extended periods of time. (W10) 

*Apply your knowledge of language in different contexts by using 
various sentence patterns & keeping a consistent style and tone. (L3) 

7. Demonstrates a command of 

the conventions of standard 
English. 

*Understand and use the conventions of English grammar and usage, 

with an emphasis on verbs. This will include identifying your own 
and others’ errors in speaking and writing and using strategies to 

improve expression. (L1) 
 

*Correctly use the conventions of English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling.  (L2) 

Social Studies  
1. U. S. fundamental documents Identify elements of major fundamental documents and understand 

their organization and purpose including: 

a.  the Declaration of Independence. 
b.  the U.S Constitution. 

c.  the Bill of Rights. 
 

2. U. S. government *Identify the three branches of government, identify the 
responsibilities of each, and checks and balances. 

*Model and understand civic involvement 

3. U. S. economy 

 

*Examine how taxes have shaped events in American history and 

how they have affected Americans both past and present. 
*Analyzes the financial opportunities and struggles that have shaped 

American life. (example: Industrial Revolution, Westward 
Expansion) 

4.  Immigration and migration Describe what influenced various groups of people to migrate to 
different geographical areas in the U.S.A. 

 

5.  U. S. history Investigate past U.S. events and how those events have shaped the 

U.S.A. 

 6. Research skills *Use research questions to guide inquiry on an historical event. 
*Analyze a variety of primary and secondary sources while 
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researching an issue or event. 
*Evaluate the strength of evidence used to support different 

positions on an issue or event. 
*Provide sources in a research project using parenthetical reference 

to multiple sources. 
*Provides a “works consulted” page (W7, 8, 9) 

 


